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;, No : Ad of Tolleration Now in England.. Only an Exemption from Legal 


», What ufe the Diffenters have made of this. 


 Exemplify’d in a Vicious Horfe. 
+ thom br. Edwards Vindicates:: 


s, The Security of the Diffenters is in the Church of England. | 
6, The Schifm of the Diffenrers is rather Aggravated by what they Call the 


Ad of Toleration: 


The Charity of the Church towards the Diffenters. 
f The Country-man Corrects his Mafter herein. a i 
, Set right again. What Charity the Church ought to Exercife towards Dij- 


jfeaters. 
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7. 





Wou’d have you talk 
wits me a_ little, 
Mafter, about the 
A& of Toleration, which [ mention’d laft 
time, to help me to Underftand it aright. 
For there is a heavy ftir kept with it in 
our Country; and our Ditch and Hedge 
Preachers think themfelves as much Eftablifh’d 
by it as the Arch-Bifhop of Canterbury or 
all the Bifoops in England, And if we talk 
to them of Schifm, they hoid up the Ad 
of Toleration at Us, and fay we break in 
upon that. Now what fhall I fay to 
them ? 

Rebearfal. You may tell them, That there 
isno .A& of Toleration in England. That 
A& which is commonly Call’d fo is only 
to free the Diffenters from. fome Legal 
Penalties Which lay upon them. But there 
x not a Word of Toleration in the 
Ad. 

Country-m. This will-be News to them in- 
deed! And if it be as you fay, then this 
42 isno more a Tolerationto them, than J 
excufing my Boy a Whipping, wou’d be a 
Toleration to him to commit the fame 
Fault again. Sometimes it is Neceflary to 
let our Children feel the Rod, and fome- 
times we ufe Gentle Methods towards them. 
And Good Children will be won with this, 


(1.) Country-man. 


>more than by Severity. But if they fhou’d 


Conftrue my Forgivene/s and Lenity as a 
Toleration and Licence to them to do what 
they will, and to flie in my Face; Then— 
Spare the Rod, and Spoil the Child. Then 
the Fault lies at my Door, if they go of 
in their Stubborn ways, and I am Guilty of 
their Sins, and may be Panifh’d for them, 


like Old Ei for not Reftraining his wicked 


Sons. And if they fhou’d do me a Adj/- 
chief themfelves, 1 have brought it upon 


my felf, itis my own doing, for Neglecting | /enters. But they Claim 


Aurbority which God had given me ovet" 
them. 


(2.) Rebearf. Now, Country-man, fee what 
ufe the Differters have made of what they 
call their Toleration, but (as I faid) is no 
more than Excufing them from the Penalties 
of certain Statutes formerly made to Reftrain 
their Extravagancies, and keep them within 
Bounds. 

Great part of thefe Papers has been em- 
ploy’d in fhewing the Vilanons Treatment 
thefe men have given the Church of England 
ever fince their Toleration, (as they call it) 
and more: fince than before ; more Spiteful 
and Venemons' than ever was given to any 
Eftablifd Church, and in fo Publick a Man- 
ner, fince the World began. And they now 
tell us plainly by their Vindicator that if we 
fhou’d. give them up our whole Liturgy, Ce- 
remonies &c. they will not be Content, and 
that they will have no Lefs than the Aboli- 
tion of the Ep:fcopal Hitrarchy, and that all 
Britain may become One Presbyserian Church, 
as I have before Quoted him. 

They have Printed the Rights of the Diffen- 
ters, wherein they Plead their being Excus’d 
from fome Penal Laws, to be not only a 
Toleration, but an Eftablifhment by Law, Equal 
to that of the Charch of England. Nay 
that they are the True Church of England, 
and that the Church of England are Apoftats, 
And are Supported herein by fome Doffors 
of the Church of England, as 1 have fhew’d. 


(3.) Country-m. It is high time then to 
have this At of Parliament Explain’d, which 
fo many miftake for a Toleration, and the 
Diffenters will take it for an Eftablifhment. 
But it is neither the One nor the oshér. 





It is indeed an A@ of Grace to the Difa 
it as of Right. 


my Duty, and not making ufe of that} And fly in the Face of the Church which 


gave 


























gave it them, and fay they will have her 
Down. This is/ like a Vicious Horfe I 
have, who before he fell to my ihare had 
Broke 2 or 3 Riders. Necks, who knew 
not his Tricks, and Rid him with a Loofs 
Reign, Buti claps a Cavifon upon -him, and 
he grew pretty Gentle, till I thought he 
had béen Recldim’d; then I took off the 
Cavifon for a°-while, and for a while he 
Rode Soberly with me; bot at laft he 
grew Wanton through Liberty, and then 
wou’d not bear fo’ much as the Bridle, he 
Call’d it Perfecution, and bid me Mount 
him if { durft, for that he was as- Free- 
Born as my felf, and came of 4 Generous 
Breed who Scorn’d to be in Subjettion! 

(4.) Rebeaf. This is what Dr. Edwards 
tells us p- 18. of his Union Sermon, People 
will uot have Unneceffary things thruft upon 
them. When -we fent Scotland a Liturgy, 
they Return’d it with a Covenant. 

Country-m. Well done, Dotter! This ts 
Tit for Tat, and the Stone in your Foor 
till. Then the Doétor thinks a Pious Li- 
turgy as Unneceffary a thing, as a Wicked 
and Traiterous Covenant! We fee now whi- 
ther he’s a going. And what Terms of 
Union he woud have with the Kirk in 
Scotland. He fays, People will. not have 
Unneceffury things thruft upon them, by which, 
if I underftand him, he means that. they 
Ought not to Suffer fuch things to be put 
upon them. For why elfe mi they not? 
J doubt not but my Aorfe thinks Bridle 
and Saddle very Unzneceffary things; much 
more Spur and Switch. But 1 can tell him 
he’s a Fool for his pains, for I fhou’d. ufe 
him much worfe if he did not Bear thefe 
patiently And as vou told me laft. St. 
George’s Day, the Beafts of the People are 
Born to be Rid, and muft be Rid, and 
fhall be Rid, do what they will. ff they 
will. not be Aid by their Maffer, they will 
Ride one another. And what;will.a Hor/e 
get by that? Inftead of a Aan to have 
another Horfe upon his ; Back,,.may be 
twenty, till they Break it, and Tear him 
to pieces? And they may Call this Liberty 
and Property, becaufe they only Bite and 
Devour one anotner, but are not under 
their A4affer’s Lath! 

(s.) Rebearf This the Seétarys of feveral 
forts among us wou'd foon find, if they 
were let loofe upon one another; if they 
were not under the Gemle Government of 
the Church of England. And none can fup- 
pofe that che Ad call’d the Toleration was 
Intended to, Effablifh all. thefe, and to 
Un-hinge the Church ot England, or that 
the Government did Approve of their Separa- 
tien, and all the Adjfchiefs that follow it, 
becaufe it Eafed them from the Lafh of 
fome Penal Laws. But rather we mult fup- 
pofe that the Government thought fit to 
Try what Gentle Methods woud do with 
them, to Reclaim them from their Errors. 

(6.) That Ad of Grace to the Diffenters, 
which they Mifconftrue a Toleration, Excufes 
them indeed from the Temporal Penalty; 
but is rather an. Aggravation of their Sin 
before God, while they Refift and Abufe 








the Lenity and Goodnefs. w S08 
Reclaim " ade Thea did ted th 
coud not Alter the Nature oft ee 
The Guile of which lies fill yp tlt 
Diffenters, as much fince that 4g Bs the 
pnd it As Hisense by thas Monfte of 
‘Ingratitude, more fince that a 
fore. 3 Att tha be. 
(7.) While the Church has to the tt 
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moft, I had almoft faid eve 3. Dr. 
Practis’d that Charity we fpoke of 1a b, He 
+ hh? tl 
which is Defcrib’d 1. Cor. xiij, For ri } Th 
Coarity of the Church towards the Diff . ry Of 
has: Suffer’d long, and been Kind: han . Of 
Envyd their Exemption from the x f St 
Laws, has not fought ber own; has noi we 8 Th 
eafily Provek’ds but has Born a thing, E f he 
dured all things from them; and he , ,T 
all things that is Good of them, even - — 
be Difpleas’d with thofe who wou'g ; | 
their former Sins to Remembrance Se d 
tell what they had formerly done: Py 
Point out what they are ftill a doing fn 
the Deftruction of the Church which Protess Cowntry- 
them. 
(8-) Country-m. Let me turn Afaferfo 
once, and Corre& you, Mafter, for. going i t00 Le 
about to Jiflead me, or elfe to Try Py (1) 
whether 1. rightly underftand — what yo, jy mils hia 
have taught me. You told me, and Provd i P 13: | 
it to my Conviction, That. the Charity me. 2 Tu 
tion’d 1 Cor. xiii. was Charity or Love tg iy Brave ¢ 
the Church, and to Preferve the Unity of cours’d 
‘this Body of Chrift. And therefor | under. tat ! 
ftand, That this Bearing all things, Belivving has any 
} all. things, &c. was meant of what the fm. @! hall b 
bers of this Body thou’d Bear from thee ..! 2.) 
Church, and Believe all things that are Good of the J 
of her, that is, to put the Beft Confradim jm the Fou 
upon her Commands and | Inftitutions, ay prefentat 
thing that is Poffibley rather than to make #4 Of 
Divifions in the Church, and Break her Unity, tiewlar | 
But you turn this Charity as the Duty of And as 
the Church towards thofe who make’ thele jm *?/°4 
Divifions, and Tear her in Pieces; whol “” 7 
think ought to be Rebuked Sharply. - to talk 
(9.) Rebearf. 1 grant the meaning of the the Exe 
Apoftle to. be what you fay, and am glad i 
torfee you take it fo Right. But there im 48” 2 
a Lenity and Condefcension likewite to be wi jy ™ f 
by the Church towards Diffenters, \that al prefene 
fair Methods of ‘Convittion fhou’d be usd "#t4- 
before the Proceed to Severity. An Heretitt | Produce 
was. to be Twice Admonifi?d before he wa ™ eithe 
Rejetted. Tit. iii, 10. This is a matter Treafony 
Dsfeipline, and. Prudence, to be us'd, by the theknoy 
Church, or vary’d according to. Times aad | time for 
Circumftances. As the Serpent is not to Swallow look int 
the Dove, fo neither muft the Dove Blind § % t% 2 
the. Serpent. Men muft be Wife, as well # afk. 5. 
Harmle/s. Efpecially the Governors of the fenters 1 
Church ought to Watch, to have their Eyés dulgence 
in their Head, left. the Wolf get in among him, ot 
the Sheep. And if the Sheep perith through ‘uffer’d 
their Negligence or Cowardice, the Blood off Monmox 
thote Sheep will be Requir’d at the Hand And Di 
ot the Shepherds. As we muft give no Of§ Murid/ 
fence to thofe who are Without, fo neither Mild fc 
to the Church of God. ‘And if Both chelef You this 
cannot be, furely the Charch is to have thef *terian 
Preference. Special 
———f her pref 
Calls a 
the Part 


